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A man was running late for a job interview in downtown Louisville.  
   He knew he was cutting it close and so he began to pray. 
      “God. I really need to find a parking space close to the building. 
         You know how important this interview is. 
           If you help me find a space… 
             I promise I’ll be a better husband and father. 
                I’ll start going to Church every week. I’ll pray every day. 
                  Heck I’ll even start tithing. Just help me find a parking place.” 
Just as he says that prayer, a car pulls out of a space  
    right in front of the building. 
        The guy says: “Never mind God I found one.”  
 
A few weeks ago I was talking with a group of parishioners  
   and we heard a story about a couple who gave 2 million dollars to their 
    Church, and one of the people in the group said something like: 
       I would love to be able to give that much money away. 
I think most people have that desire…and if not for their Church 
     then some other cause that they hear about. 
They might hear about a program that helps abused children  
   and they think, boy I would really like to help them. 
Or they might hear about an organization that helps homeless vets… 
   And they think, “Now that’s an organization that I would really like  
      to be able to support.” 
Or they give something at Church or for some other charity and think: 
    “I wish this could be more…but this is the best I can do right now…” 
 
Today I want to talk for a little bit on those things that keep us from giving, 
   and specifically those things that keep us from tithing. 
Some of them are legitimate reasons that need to be considered, 
   and some of them, if we are honest with ourselves, 
    are nothing more than glorifies excuses. 
 
Here’s the first: Fr. I’d like to do more…I’d like to tithe… 
    but my finances are a mess…I’ve dug myself in a hole that is so deep 
      I don’t know if I’ll ever get out. 
I understand that…I know that it can be overwhelming… 
    That’s why you need a plan…that’s why we offer  
        Financial Peace University a couple of times each year. 



If you are in a financial mess, you need a plan. 
   Proverbs 21:5 says The plans of the diligent leads to prosperity  
     but those who act in haste grow poorer. 
So if you are in a mess, you need a plan…if not FPU then some other plan. 
   But you need a plan. 
 
Studies have shown that some people grow in every other aspect  
   of the discipleship walk except in giving. 
They pray…they belong to a small group…they work on committees… 
   They have a time for adoration… 
     They trust God with every aspect of their life… 
         except their financial resources. 
Jesus cautioned against this in Matthew’s Gospel when he said: 
   “Where your treasure is…there will your heart be…” (Matthew 6:21) 
What are you saying if you say,  
   “God I trust you with every other aspect of my life,  
        but I can’t quite trust you with this one yet…” 
 
Kind of similar to that are the people who say: 
  I can’t afford to give financially so I give of my time… 
 
I can speak to that one directly because I used to say the same thing. 
   Before I was a priest I said it because I worked for the Church… 
    and made less because of it. 
After I became a priest it was because I gave my life to God, 
   Why should I give my money too? 
But when I started to really pray about it…when I began to seriously study it 
  I realized that I was just making excuses for myself… 
    and that is when I personally began to tithe. 
 
Other reasons people use to not give: 
   I don’t like the pastor’s sermons…I don’t like the music… 
      the liturgies aren’t good in my parish. 
Then find a parish with better preaching, better music, better liturgies  
    and tithe there!  But don’t use that as an excuse to not tithe. 
 
Those are just a few of the reasons and excuses people  
    sometimes use for not tithing. 
But what it comes down to for me is this:  
    What does God ask of us regarding our finances? 



Plan…Budget…put another way 
  Live on less than you make and save a little bit:  
    Proverbs 21:20 says “In the house of the wise are precious treasure,  
      but a fool consumes everything he has.”  
 
Get out of debt and stay out of debt:  
    Proverbs 22:7 “The rich rule over the poor  
        and the borrower is slave to the lender”  
 
Give and be Generous: 2nd Corinthians 9:6-7 says this: 
    The one who sows sparingly will reap sparingly;  
       the one who sows bountifully will reap bountifully.  
    Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give,  
       not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  
 
Finally, why all this talk about giving…and tithing…and possibilities… 
   Plain and simple: Because when we do those things 
      we become more like the people God has created us to be. 
 
When we are generous… 
   in our prayer, in our passions and in our possibilities, 
     we become more like God… 
        Who like any good parent is crazy about his or her kids… 
           and wants only what is best for them. 
 
Once again this year, we have intention cards in the ends of each pew. 
   We ask that you take one home, prayerfully complete it this week. 
We encourage you once again to take a step…or another step… 
   Toward the tithe…maybe last year you increased a % point… 
     can you take another step this year…another % point toward the tithe. 
Next weekend, we will have a time at some point in each Mass  
   to bring them forward and place them in some baskets in the sanctuary. 
Let’s pray for one another… 
   that God will make each of us the generous givers we are called to be: 
     with our prayer…with our passion… and with our possibilities. 
      
 
 
 
   



 
            


